IT is nothing to fear
By Charlotte Hill O’Neal

Charlotte O’Neal, a member of EOL Elimu on Line, the philanthropic wing of Arusha Node Marie dedicated to providing free internet connections to qualifying institutions asks the question ‘why are so many administrators and teachers threatened by IT (Internet Technology).
Picture this…seven students ringed around one computer.  Eyes wide and intent on the screen as they research about a world that they have just discovered…a world that has opened up their minds to new educational opportunities…new discoveries…exciting possibilities.  They start whispering among themselves…

”Let’s look up this now!!” says one.

“No, let’s do that later.  Please agree…let’s look up that other site,…the one about the wonders of the world.  I want to make a report on that soon!”

“No…I want to find out more about new discoveries in solar power and what this phrase ‘green power’ means that I am hearing more and more…

“Yes, I agree…but first let me find out more about the debate on genetically modified foods and how they are damaging our environment and our health…”

“what is genetically modified about our food?  I agree…let’s look that up first!”

They excitedly go to the site and start to read…rapidly…stealing looks over their shoulders all the while.

 Rapidly, because they see the head teacher coming down the hall and he has a frown of disapproval on his face.  He tells them to ‘go back to class where you belong. Your teacher is waiting on you…go on, get back to class.’ 

The students reluctantly obey and go back into a class room that is boring and dull and depressing with a teacher that is obviously only there for the pay check, burnt out and not interested in what he is teaching…doing it all by rote, straight out of an outdated text book.

Meanwhile, the head teacher sits in front of the computer that he just chased the students from and tries to figure out how to turn it off.

  He looks around…embarrassed that someone might see that he hasn’t the slightest idea how to turn the cursed machine off that seems to be staring accusingly into his eyes.  He’s startled by an imagined accusation…and rises quickly from the chair, nearly fleeing to his office.

He closes the door quickly, wipes the sweat that has popped out on his forehead and finds comfort as he looks around his office taking in the potted plants, the silver thermos of coffee and milk and his outdated office library of tattered, battered books acquired more than 20 years ago. He’s determined that things will stay as they have always been and wraps himself in the security of that thought.

No one need know that he has no idea about this thing called IT that has invaded his world. 
Find out more about EOL and see how we as a community, can work together to educate teachers and administrators about IT so that they will not feel that this technology is a threat and so that they themselves will become completely familiar and competent in IT, along with their students! 
